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UPCOMING SPA 2010 CONTEST SCHEDULE  
June 26th -27th é...  Antique contest  Hotlanta  (CD  Dan Daugherty) 
July 17th -18th  é...  Asheville N.C. CD ( Will Hicks) 
August 21st -22ndé. Chattanooga TN.  (CD. Mike Robinson) 
September 18 (SAT).. Fort Worth, Tx  (Thunderbirds SPA-CD Ken Knotts) 
September 18th -19th... Alabaster AL. ( CD Mike Williams) 
October 9th -10th... . Knoxville TN. (THE MASTERS) CD ( Dennis Hunt) 
October 23rd -24th.. Birmingham Al. Antique Classic CD (Frank Cromer) 

 

**Join the ñDiscussion Listò for all the LATEST ACTIVITY & NEWS**  

FROM THE PRESIDENTé.Bruce Underwood   SPA L 15 
GUNTERSVILLE, AL......... This edition is packed with contest reports, news, 

photos, etc.  Duane tells me, "we could almost fill a supplement, I have so many  
photos and contest reports, Iõve had to leave òstuffó out".  That 's good news indeed, 

with SPA contest activity the highlight of the spring and summer, even early-fall  

season.  I urge all, keep alert to the contest schedule printed in each edition and "come  

participate in the contest fun and fellowship". 

       Let me repeat my call to all members who'd like to input your suggestions on the coming  

2-year pattern cycle to the "pattern committee" consisting of Russ Chiles of North Carolina,  
Jamie Strong of Alabama and Jeff Owens of Florida.  These fellows have already spent a good deal 

of time preparing schedules and welcome anyones' input.  Composing a smooth-flowing,  
progressively more difficult schedule as the class demands, isn't a "cup-O-tea" considering the 

number of maneuvers utilized during our "era". 

      Please retain this edition for referral because of the contest schedule, the procedure for  
coming officer election by our Sec/Treas. and the library of contest info and photos.  It is, IMHO, 

a GEM.  See you on the contest trailé. 

Not much room, but Iõve got to tell you that before you receive the next SPA 
newsletter, the August issue of Model Aviation  will be on your coffee table.  An 

article geared toward vintage pattern looks at the legendary Ed Kazmirski, his RC 

career, and the evolution of his Taurusñthe most popular pattern model of all 

time.  Hopefully, our own Dennis Huntõs role in Kazõs career will have survived 

the òcutting flooró and will be featured.  Iõm very pleased that MA , (after a little lobbying), saw fit 

to publish an article dealing with R/C patternõs colorful history.        Enjoyé.Duane Wilson..Editor 
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CULLMAN, ALéé.28 contestants totally enjoyed this April week-end here completing 5 full rounds of competition in 

Northwesterly winds on Saturday and Northeasterly currents on Sunday testing their skills as SPA òsky-jockeysó. 
One , almost repairable, sudden impact with Terra Firma occurred on Saturday morning before official competition, when Rhea 

Starnes lost his model in the bright sun while practicing.  Nothing else as far as genuine damage due to crashes.  Bill Dodge looked 

away from his CURARE shortly after landing and with engine still turning it made itsõ way to the line 1 judges tent and a piece of 

the sheared propeller was propelled into Judge Ed Hartleysõ elbow.  Some pressure from a clean towel and the bleeding soon 

stopped, nothing severe.  What could have been an ugly occurrence was deflected by a good judges tent pole. 
       The weather on Saturday was very comfortable with lots of shorts worn and ice water consumed.  Novice and Sportsmen 

completed 4 full rounds with Expert and Sr. Expert executing 3.  On Sunday, with much cooler temperatures and strong North-

easterly winds the Experts flew two rounds back to back and the other classes completed their 5th round.  When you examine the 

results, youõre going to notice a student of the Alabaster club, competing in only his second regular SPA contest taking home all the 

marbles in the Novice class.  Dave Phillips was quick to advise your humble author, òa product of last years Novice only eventó.  

Boy, what a contest in this class, Wieczorek òeekedó out by 8 points the win over oldster Charlie Johns with David Phillips III just 6 

points behind Johns.  11 Novices flew and flew very well! 
       Ten Sportsmen pilots battled it out with numbers one and two winning two rounds each and number three winning one 

round.  Competition was very keen. 
       There wasnõt but two Experts, Messrs Jerry Black and Jamie Strong with Black copping three of the five rounds and Strong 

two.  These guys were doggone near òflawlessó in their execution in the wind.  Jamieõs new airplane (built by Daddy Jim) sports a 

one-piece wing which he avows òis so much more stable than the òplug-insó I have been flyingó.  He rightfully bragged on his dadõs 

workmanship! 
       It was so good to see a class of five in the Senior Expert class.  We all òooedó and òawedó at the performance of the Experts 

which would have laid all us òold codgersó in the shade. 
       òSeasonedó CD Steve Byrum, runs a great show and heaped his thanks and appreciation to the members of the Cullman 

Aeromodellers, which numbered, as I counted, about eight who did the cooking, running, score tabulating and things he called upon 

them to do.  Always dependable Marilyn Lutsky took care of the registration, forms, etc as she has done down through the years. 
       CA (Cullman Aeromodellers)ññ you folks are great examples of how a great SPA contest should be run.  Thank you for 

another enjoyable event at your nice facility.  Already looking forward to 2011 at Burdeshaw Fieldé.By Bruce Underwood 

 

Cullman Aeromodelers 

April 17&18th 

Burdeshaw Field 

Cullman,  Alabama  

Whether this 2009 Gary Lindner shot of Steve Byrum is the real thing, or a case of him òhamming it upó for the camera, 

itõs still a òclassic.ó  Cullman is one of the oldest venues within SPA, and a òmust attendó on the circuit.  It is one of the 

rotating sites for the annual Masters event . Steve really knows his stuff when it comes to running a first-rate contest. 


