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Bruce,
| have had a number of inquiries about using the P
and the difficulty folks had setting up the data o
Ken Knotts, I've gone ahead and created a special
SPA event.

Ken has done some testing on this version and aft
appears to be working correctly.

| wasn't sure how to get this information out to yo
directly.
As it is for AMA Pattern, the system is completely

This can be downloaded from the PACSS web site at h

follow the “Download” link (http:/pacss.sgmservice.
Please share this information with your membership

ACSS system to score SPA contests
n their own. Working with Phil Spelt and
version of the system for use at an

er a minor repair, he states that it

ur constituents so | am writing you

free to anyone.
ttp://pacss.sgmservice.com/ and

.com/download.htm).

as you see fit.

If you have any questions please let me know.

Gene Maurice

Plano, TX

AMA 3408 NSRCA 877
PACSS.sgmservice.com
gene.maurice@sgmservice.com
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Rebekah Walker, Dan Dougherty, Janie Dougherty, Bill @sliMike Miller, Karl Gerth, Jim Slocum,
Bob Wetzel, Sammy Hamrick, Gary Linder, Carolyn Spelit Randall Cashon.

The usual greetings, laughing, talking and sharing of storeze@ded any real business, which Mike will
share with his MINUTES of the meeting on the followingi@a We talked and laughed of prior side-evel
conducted by SPA such as the TOP DAWG standings (if yot ckmall this, ask an ole-timer) and the
TALL-TALE contest, the “Best Slogan” event, etc. Jled to establishment of a “LIFETIME SPA
MEMBERSHIP” proposal which carried immediately witlgigantic “attaboy” to Mike or whoever came
with the idea. Ed Hartley quickly drew out a “C-NOTi#EIm his “mad money” stash and garnered the v
first lifetime membership which will have his number meed with an “L” as does the AMA. Mike said
there had been some requests to “reserve” the sdmnissued SPA number 500 so he suggested an
“auction” be staged with the highest bidder being issuedotimd number SPA 500. Bids may be poste
via the SPA Discussion List which, if you're not alrgadsubscriber, may be joined from within the SPA
website at www.seniorpattern.com. These “side-eveamtsfund-stimulators for the SPA treasury and w
be used for MASTERS awards, advertisements, and needesisteh as the wattmeter, etc.
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Minutes of the Board of Directors meeting January 24, 2009 e Oakwood Café, Dalton, Georgia
Bruce Underwood, President of the SPA, called the meatingier. All Directors were present. Scott Sappingtoce YPresident
Mike Robinson, Secretary/Treasurer Jamie Strong,r@hbai of Special Projects Phil Spelt, Guide editor,
Mickey Walker, Founder Emeritus and Ed Hartley, Webmaster.
The board approved the following rule changes.
1. In section 6 of the Competitors Guide “Point System” thiewing is added(5) All classes except Novice
shall be eligible for the points championship. Theretwll be no fly-off for the Novice class.
2.1n section 1 of the Competitors Guide “1.General” thizdded!f you fly in Novice and wish to compete
for trophies you must be an SPA member. If you are i member you will receive a certificate of
participation. Different awards may be presented at theliscretion of the Contest Director.
3.In section 3 “Contestant Classification” the followingded to the end of item."pAny Novice
contestant who accumulates a score of fifty points anore in their best four contests during the
regular contest season must move to the next highesthtogher class no later than the end of the
season that the points were accumulated.
4.In Section 1 of the Competitors Guide “1. General” Thiefang is addedTo qualify for points or
official standing within SPA all aircraft and classes bcontestants shall use approved equipment.
5.In Section 1, C. Aircraft/Engines (1) Regular Pattétem “D” is replaced with the followind=lectric
motor powered aircraft weighing no less than 5 poundseady to fly, and generating no more than
1400 watts on a fully charged battery, and meeting all otheéSPA specifications, shall be allowed.
6.In Section 1 of the Competitors Guide “1.General (2)i@eExpert. is replaced with the followingny
pilot age 60 years and older may elect once each year alhiof the classes they will fly.
In other business the BOD approved:
1. The purchase of a wattmeter that may be used by C@itestors. Jamie Strong to make
recommendation as to type and instructions.
2. That one card be issued to new SPA members once per year.
3. That a current list of members in good standing beablaito Contest Directors by posting on the SPA
web site.
4. That the Secretary/Treasurer may auction SPA #50qualdied bidder.
5. That lifetime memberships be made available for thewing cost.
a. Less than 50 years old $250.00 dollars
b. 50 through 54 years old $200.00 dollars
c. 55 through 59 years old $175.00 dollars
d. 60 through 64 years old $150.00 dollars
e. 65 through 69 years old $125.00 dollars
f. 70 or more years old $100.00 dollars
6. That Lifetime membership numbers shall be preceded bgtthe L and that the member may retain their
current number and use the L, or that the Secretaryasse number as deemed appropriate.
Being no further business before the board the meeting yaged.
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The Contest Cycle

Ed Note: Steve has personally CD’d more SPA and AMA contests than
Proposal any current SPA member and CD, to my knowledge. ALL successful !

Proposing a contest is a two phase operation. Yol€lll méub approval to host the event and
SPA coordination of the date. For a first time contibs club is the biggest issue. You’'ll need to describe
how the event is conducted. Make sure the club undessthadield will be tied up from about noon on Fri-
day till early afternoon on Sunday for a two-day contddtey should expect about four rounds to be flown of
Saturday, taking up most of the day. Two more rounds amah@n Sunday with competition being com-
plete with competition and clean-up done by about 2:00 PMb @embers should expect to help with con-
cession and scoring. For its help, the club will bgosed to a new form of R/C fun, make an interesting
group of new friends and profit a few hundred dollarstidlty, profit is stressed least because turnout can be
unpredictable. Once a contest becomes established, $300r506€ owde to benefit other club activities.

Preparation

A sanction from AMA submitted by a licensed contest doeis essential to protect both the club and the land
owner. SPA contests are sanctioned as Class C dedtbecause we have no official rules in the AMA rul
book. Class C makes us technically a Fun Fly evenfA ceRtests are Restricted in that we have specific
rules as to what kind of equipment can be used. Castrmtioning is around $20. Sanctioning should be
done as soon as club approval is granted and the SPA kchedudinator has fit the contest into the sched-
ule.

You'll need some folks to help. First, the contestctior should plan to have no real function on cortdagt
That will leave him free to handle all the little dttifat invariably happens and still keep things running
smoothly. You need a scorekeeper, at least one perémip with pilot registration (usually the club treas-
urer because he’ll hold the money), a person to runféghhline and several folks to handle concessions.

You'll need some equipment. All that’s needed can beokged from club members for the weekend. You
need some sort of cover for a headquarters. It igbéstve some sort of shade and a couple of chairsdor th
judges on each flight line. You need a full set of frequgniey. You need some way to post standings and a
way to post flight orders that can be easily adjustéalu need a computer, printer and software for scoring.
All clubs have someone with a machine they’re willingis& for a day or two. Software is either inexpensive
or free. Concessions can be handled by members runningandrdispensing drinks for coolers or having
food brought in. Carefully done, concessions is a wayobst club profits.

The field should be freshly mowed. Some sort of baaienarkers should be present to establish safety lines
so pilots unfamiliar with local rules don’t setup improperSafety netting, ropes or lines of streamers all sat
isfy this need. Most flying sites already have somethfrigis nature in place for regular operations.

Do take advantage of pre-registration as offered oSE#&ewebsite. This service allows a contest director t
know, within one or two, how many pilots he’ll have $aturday morning. The CD can better plan for lunch,
have the computer setup, begin to establish flight oraetget a preliminary idea of who he’ll be using to
judge.

Do not forget to order awards. Plan for three placesaah class. Many clubs give awards to fifth place in
Novice to encourage participation. Awards can vary fnr@améd computer generated certificates to commer-
cially produced plagues or trophies.

Production



Most clubs close the field for contest practice od#&yiafternoon. Early arrivals will fly a flight owo to
familiarize themselves with the field while they reneld friendships and establish new ones. The CD or
some club official can use this time to begin regntaparking and where pilots setup their own tents.

Final setup is completed early on Saturday morning. Ncemladtw carefully you plan, there are always lit-
tle glitches to be ironed out. Set up registration kagpcan sign the

AMA forms and pay entry fees. Hang your sanction fasnmplublic display. The forms and sanction protect
everyone is case of an accident. During this tinma| tomputer setup is completed. Just enter pilot infor-
mation collected from those who did not pre-register.

Starting time is dictated by local conditions. Usuadlyilots’ meeting is held around 9:00AM. Conduct
whatever type of opening ceremony suits you personal thstereview any local rules so all pilots are in-
formed. There may be some discussion of individualemegrs. Find answers for everyone’s questions at
this point. Describe which classes will fly on whaglit line and who will start the judging. Tell you pilots
what time they should be ready to start flying.

After flying starts, keep the flight order board in a plachere pilots can keep themselves informed as to
when they’ll fly. Also, have someone assigned to ke dight line running. His job will be to keep at
least the next two or three pilots near the flighe Wwith their equipment so they’re ready to go in trenée

of a short flight or the next guy’s inability to stars engine. This duty is critical during the first coupfie o
rounds to insure there are no delays. Once your contsstodjang, most pilots are pretty good at keeping
track of when they're to fly, but it's still necesgdo have someone running the line to make adjustments as
needed.

The contest director should keep track of who is judgihzhvclasses and how many times they’'ve been
used. Itis way too easy to use the same guys over andevause they’re qualified and will do it without
complaint. It's also unfair to everyone. It weaosiyjudge out. No matter who the judge is, scores are also
more fair when many eyes have seen the class. &@weifydges a little different. The best result comes
from the average of a broad range of scores.

Finishing on Sunday should be done quickly and politelyepkscores processed so there is no delay when
the contest ends. Pilots who are finished will bekpay their stuff during the last round. Talk a little dgrin
award presentation, but keep it short. Your pilots haw#ite home. Get them down the road as quickly as
possible. Steve Byrum

Steve may be reached for any additional assistance via e-mail attevebyrum@bellsouth.net
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SPA National Points Race
Hello fellow SPA members. My name is Bob Wetzel aachithe SPA’s “Keeper of the Points”. | am going teratit to
give y'all an overview of the points system and how itksoiThe National Points Race runs from the Masters daoites
the prior year to the Masters Contest of the curremt yEhis means the 2009 Points Race began with any see@t&PA
event that started AFTER the 2008 Masters Contest, wiastheld in Prattville, AL, the end of September, 2008.
To qualify for points or official standing within SPA, all aircraft and classes of contestants shall use amved
equipment.

Here is how the points earned are determined. In evesy,glau earn one point for competing, and one point for eweriy your class that you
beat. In addition to this:

1*' place gets a five point bonus

2" place gets a four point bonus

3 place gets a three point bonus

4" place gets a two point bonus

5™ place gets a one point bonus

Here is an example; there are 10 contestants in a Elestsplace would get:
1 point for competing

9 points for the 9 contestants you beat

5 bonus points for®iplace

TOTAL 15 points

Second place would get:

1 point for competing

8 points for the 8 contestants you beat

4 bonus points for" place

TOTAL 13 points

Andsoon................... Last place would earn 1 point.

Throughout the season ( Masters to Masters ), we thlitprtestants points and post them on the SPA websitespreadsheet will show the
contestant’'s name, the contests you flew in and the pesinted in that contest. It will also give you a tofadll points earned for the season and
a total of your BEST four contest points. ThiFHE number used to determine your official standings in the IS&#nal Points Race. At the
Masters, points earned will be multiplied times 1.5 If goored 8 points you would earn 12 points for the Mastertgsb These points will be
added to your BEST four contest points for your seasonsAL®DINTS. This total determines your standings for #sesen and your place-
ment for a Master’s Trophy.

At the Masters for the current year, the top two conéstants from each class, except Novice, will participain a “ fly off “ for a special
Trophy. The Senior Experts will be flying for the Memorial Trophy which they will get to keep for the yar. You can only win this
trophy 3 times.

There is no “fly off” at the Masters in the Novice cass. We keep track of points earned in the Novice Clags the purpose of determining
when a novice flyer needs to “move up” to a higher cts. The official wording is as follows: Any Noviceantestant who accumulates a
score of fifty points or more in their best four catests during the regular contest season must move tiae next highest or higher class no
later than the end of the season that the points weseccumulated.

I hope | conveyed the message in easy to understand texnhf you have any questions, please send me an email --

bobwetzel@bellsouth.net
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