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At left is the HUGE clock tower to one of the entrances to the Georgia Agri-Center 
in Perry, GA where the 2009 Southeastern Hobby and Trade Show was held the 
weekend of March 6 & 7. Modelers from all over the United States as well as 
some International Vendors flock to the Agri-Center annually for this gathering. 
Three HUGE buildings are occupied by Vendors as well as model pilots who have 
items they’ve accumulated to swap, buy, and trade. Numerous “demo” flights are 
flown for visitors, some of them (electric) are inside the buildings. 

SPA had 10 tables for our delegation to show SPA era models on, display wares, visit and enroll new members and 
answer all questions about SPA. We had a members visiting sheet and asked all our regulars who visited us to sign the 
sheet.  Not all that attended signed in but we had at least thirty or so members that I observed.  Florida, Georgia, Ten-
nessee, the Carolina’s and Alabama were all represented by SPA guys.  Several new members were added as well as 
new Lifetime Members.  With all the printed material, CD’s and people manning the booth we were well represented. 
Some of us camped out during the show and on Friday night we all gathered around for food and fellowship.  We had 
east Tennessee and north Georgia trimmings, but the highlight entrée of Rib Eye Steak was furnished by Mr. Bill 
Collins, L117 of Guntersville, Alabama.  I do believe we might try that again next year! 
The SPA continues to thrive and grow. As of this writing we have new and renewed members that are close to the 
totals of last year’s end.  We have twelve Lifetime Members and I expect we will add to that now that the season has 
kicked off.  We will soon have a Canadian chapter and we have inquiries from Puerto Rico that are pending. I must say 
the most impressive numbers of new members for 2009 seem to be coming from Texas.  They will be hosting two 
contests this year in Ft. Worth.  I have corresponded some with them and read their post on the SPA discussion list.  
These fellows are going to have some SPA style fun!  I’ll be seeing you all very soon on the contest circuit. 
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REF:  Home and Hobby Solutions—Jeff Petroski 
jjpetro@comporium.net 
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Chattanooga Tennessee   
The Clinic at Chattanooga came complete with perfect food, weather, and 
fellowship. We had twenty three attendees and two very pleasant wives.  
Rather than write a description of what happened at Chattanooga let me 
share what others thought.  
 
"Who knew a "top hat" was a square maneuver? Very professional 
presentation and nice facilities at Chattanooga...Thanks to Ed, Phil and 
Mike."   
Dan Dougherty  
 
"It was a great pleasure to attend SPA Judging Clinic in Chattanooga 
yesterday. Not only did I learn how to Judge, but I picked up many tips 
on how to improve my Pattern flying skills. It was well organized and the 
presentation by Ed was superb. The practice session at Chattanooga 
could not have been better."  
Karl Gerth  
 
"The Test!" When Ed handed it out I thought I'd blow thru it and hand 
it right back in. WRONG! It seems like another excellent learning exer-
cise - which a good test should be. I haven't gotten back to it - and the 
Judging Guide - yet. I hope to this evening or tomorrow. It looks like I 
will have to review the Guide to answer some of the questions. As Ed 
would say, "That's a good thing."  
Don Eiler  
 
"One of the most informative things I took away from the meeting is the 
1-point in 15-degree rule. Man have I been wasting points in my entry 
and exits. In any line of flight vertical, horizontal or angular the 1-point 
in fifteen-degree rule applies. Also up to 7.5 degrees off line is a half 
point deduction. Heading, Heading, Heading, if I can remember that 
then personally my scores will improve a bunch!!! I now feel a lot more 
confident that when asked to judge I can do a competent job."  
Mike Miller  
 
Many of our attendees were novice class flyers, but judging from the con-
sistency and attention to detail I would not have a problem with them judg-
ing me. Special thanks go to Ed Hartley, The Chattanooga Radio Control 
Club and Wally's Restaurant.  
 
Mike Robinson, SPA 70, CD 
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