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Join our Discussion list 

from within the webpage 

or inform any officer and 

weõll òsign you upó.  Itõs 

like a gigantic Mailing-list, 

but at NO CHARGE.  A 

service to membership and 

potentials from SPA. 

Official S I G  (Special Interest Group) of  AMA 

Dedicated to the building, flying and competition  
of  vintage Pattern model aircraft  
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May 1st (One day )éé.Top Novice Alabaster , Al CD (Dave Phillips) 
May 1st -2ndé....       Knoxville TN (CD Dennis Hunt) 
May 15th -16th...  Hodges (Cass Underwood Memorial) CD Dan Daugherty 
June 12th -13th ... ...  Hotlanta ( CD John Baxter) 
June 26th -27th é...  Antique contest  Hotlanta  (CD  Dan Daugherty) 
July 17th -18th  é...  Asheville N.C. CD ( Will Hicks) 
August 21st -22ndé.Chattanooga TN.  (CD. Mike Robinson) 
September 18th -19th... Alabaster AL. ( CD Mike Williams) 
October 9th -10th... . Knoxville TN. (THE MASTERS) CD ( Dennis Hunt) 
October 23rd -24th.. Birmingham Al. Fall Antique Classic CD (TBA) 

The Vintage Radio Control Society, (VR/CS) is a sister AMA S.I.G. dedicated to 
all vintage R/C.  VR/CS President Bob Noll and SPA President Bruce  
Underwood have agreed to post and promote each otherôs events in our  
respective newsletters.   

SCHEDULED VR/CS EVENTS FOR 2010  
(Check VR/CS website www.vintagercsociety.org)  

May 29 -30...  é...Lexington KY   KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS FEST (D. Thompson) 

September 4 -5... Owego NY        SPIRIT of SELINSGROVE (Bob Noll) 
September ?? é.Muncie, In.     MUNCIE REUNION at AMA HEADQUARTERS  

October 8 -9é... Oxford PA        OCTOBERFEST VINTAGE FLY-IN   

2010 SPA SCHEDULE  

COMPENSATING in 2010!!! 
NEW PLANES ON 

THE CIRCUIT 
Ken Blackwell (left) and 

Julio Arrieta display the-

COMPENSATORS they 

will be campaigning this 

season!!! 
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é....FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Bruce Underwood 

(2011-2012 PATTERN COMMITTEE) 

 

2010 has opened... with a whirl of  

activity associated with òwinter building  
projectsó that are bound to show up in mass 

at the scheduled events this season.  Many 

of them were flown in the òseason openeró in Prattville, AL  

(Edé. story and photos on page 4 of this edition). 
Welcome to the 2011 -12 Rules cycle Pattern Committee , 

(named early this season), in order for them to gather all input 

from membership throughout this season, and formulate the SPA 

Patterns to be flown in the coming 2 year cycle.  In the past, each 

of the three member committee have been active participants from 

the three largest states (membership wise), in SPA.  This year, only 

one of the three largest states, membership wise, is represented in 

the person of Jamie Strong of Prattville, Alabama .  The other 

two are, Jeff Owens of Tallahassee, Florida and Russ Chiles 

of Laurinburg, NC.   I will only serve as an ex-officio committee 

member.  This trio represents years of pattern knowledge and  
experience which will be beneficial to the coming seasonõs patterns 

formulation.  Should members have ideas and input, please inform 

any or all of the three,  sharing your ideas and thoughts with them 

prior to October 1, 2010. 

 
Most all the input that I, personally, have received concerning the 

current 2009-2010 patterns has concerned the difficulty of the 

SPORTSMAN pattern.  Three of the current NOVICE flyers,  
destined to òmove-upó next season have literally expressed to me 

their doubts that they could òwhet their skillsó to master the  
current SPORTSMAN maneuvers, in particular the 4-point roll and 

the Running Eight.  One member has confessed to having crashed a 

Daddy-Rabbit while practicing three horizontal rolls.  I have talked 

privately with each of the three committee members and each has 

expressed his mutual concern and will take this into consideration 

for the coming cycle. 

 
Hereõs hoping the weather is moderating where you are and youõre 

burning lots of glow-fuel òhoningó your maneuver execution.  

Looking forward to SPA contest fun and fellowship this season for 

itõs òbetterõn itõs been in two-thousand-tenó! 

Bruce Underwood     L 15   

 é..EDITORIAL  
Duane Wilson 

 
With the cancellation of 

Februaryõs Indian River, Florida  
combined VR/CSñSPA event n 

February, Prattvilleõs end of March 

contest was the actual as well as 

traditional opener to the 2010 competition season.  Read all 

about it on pages 4-5. 

 
In many ways, the REAL òseason openeró ñthe event 

that gets us all thinking about the new season and gets many 

of us into the òflyingó mode rather than building, is the  
annual  getðtogether in Perry, Ga.  Why do we go to Perry 

each year, and should you think about going next year? 

 
Chris Gregory , in addition to being an excellent pilot, is 

proving himself to be an informative, interesting and fun  
author to read.  It started as comments on the Discussion 

List about how to work on those rolling maneuvers that 

help make Sportsman so challenging.  I asked Bruce to  
publish the comments in the newsletter.  Later, Chris was 

kind enough to agree to write a longer series of articles 

about òMoving Upó.  They are truly excellent, not just for 

those of us trying to make the leap from Novice to  
Sportsman, but for ANYONE wanting to sharpen their flying 

skills, (all of us).   

 

Chrisñlooking forward to seeing you more this season 

 

Finally, read Monty Smithõs article describing Johnnie  

Casburnõs òSuper Lucky Flyó from the insiderõs perspective. 

 

Cool internet links ...Go to the òonlineó version of 
the newsletter, (or type them out), then copy and paste 

these into your browser.  Very cool, flight-related òarticlesó 

on the internet: 

 
http://www.flyingmachinestv.co.uk/SpitPL965.wmv  

 
http://www.wimp.com/breathtakingfootage/  

SPA ççALL THE WAY   Join the ñDiscussion Listò for all the LATEST ACTIVITY & NEWS  



3 

Sure this is one of the largest trade shows and swap meets in the country, but what brings trade vendors, and  
modelers from all over the country hereñwhy has it become an annual not-to-be-missed event by many SPAers?  Here are a few 

reasons why I try to make it an annual òpilgrimageó. 

 
First, by being held in early March each year, the òPerry Meetó is the unofficial first event of the new contest season, a non-flying 

event that gives pilots a chance to get themselves out of òwinter/building modeóñmaking the mental adjustment to flying mode.  

Many of us havenõt seen each other since the Masters, and itõs great to be able to renew friendships, get together again after a few 

months, and shoot the breeze about everything having to do with modeling and pattern competition.  Most of us outside of easy 

driving range plan on spending our first òmotel moneyó of the season by spending Friday night.  There are the related  
get-togethers at the local eateries for dinner, (and Mike Robinsonõs mobile home has become an traditional center for meeting and 

eating as well), to resume these airplane discussions over dinner. 

 
Admittedly, there is a lot of, shall we say òquestionableó stuff for sale many people would call junk .  In some cases it looks like 

peopleõs basement shop areas were cleaned out and brought there in case anyone might want some additional old engines, or  

well-worn models.  However mixed in with the clutter, tremendous bargains are there for the findingñclassic kits in pristine  
condition, new or hardly used vintage engines, and just the right plane that somebody else no longer wants or needs.  All you have 

to do is dig, know what youõre looking for, and know how to bargain.  The art of òwheeling and dealingó is in full force.  I knew of 

one deal not made because the participants couldnõt get past a $15 difference in asked vs bid price for a plane worth hundreds of 

dollars.  Thatõs part of the fun and the challenge--the art of getting a good deal.  Many vendors offer show prices as well on fuel, 

radios, servos and who knows what 

else.  You just need to know the  
òeveryday-low-pricesó to see how 

much of a deal youõre getting. 

 
For the most part, this is a òmanõs 

eventó; you donõt see too many wives, 

and do you really blame them?  You 

have to really be òin loveó with your 

man to be dragged through three huge 

buildings full of òstuffó.   One such 

dedicated wife is Linda Owens-what a 

find!!  For most of us however, itõs 

just plain fun to be at a òguyõsó event 

with òthe guysó.   

 

Perry is also a good place for SPA to  

have a visual presence where we can  
promote the organization, and attract new members by passing out newsletters and other 

literature, while answering questions.  This year we picked up seven new members and 

renewals.  We also display our vintage pattern aircraft and explain the concept of òsimple 

and inexpensiveó competition. 

 
Hopefully for all these reasons, (and others you will have to discover for yourself), we 

hope to see you there next yearñfor what is simply calledñ-Perryé...Duane Wilson 

Bruce is usually manning the SPA tablets, giving out 

information, and promoting membership.  Here he 

talks with Robert Hodgdon, from Madison, Al.  

Visiting the SPA table we have pilot Jeff 

Owens with his truly dedicated flight 

engineer , caller, and wife Linda.  

Dirty Birdy builder Vic Koenig (rt)  

& customer 
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Perry?? 
 

The Annual Southeastern Hobby & Trade  
Show was held March 5th through 6th at the 

Georgia Agri-Center in Perry, Ga.  This event 

gives new meaning to the expression  òOne 

manõs junk is another manõs treasureó.  So 

what keeps folks coming back each year? 


