S

e 9l e SENIOR PATTERN ASSOCIATIOM

Official S | G (Special Interest Group) of AMA

\A\ Dedicated to the building, flying and competition
of vintage Pattern model aircraft

OFFICERS SPA NEWSLETTER www.seniorpattern.com SEPT/OCT 2011
PRESIDENT - ; | |
PRECI S| ON AEROBATI CS @1 -0 iPA
Bruce Underwood
VICE PRESIDENT IN THIS ISSUE
- FROM THE PRESI DENTé(Frank Comer <cerem
Jeff Owens TRIBUTE TO FRANK COMERé(by Tom Cal amu
HODGESé( Cass Underwood Memori al -3 a
SEC/TREASURER" REMAI NI NG 2011 SPA CONTEST SCHEDULEG®E
Mike Robinson ASHEVI LLEé( Pat Hagan Memori al wasb5 a

0
SOUNEER SRR - CHATTANOOGAé(Cl assy dsecdei whyy &teie vk Pan

BONUS FEATUREEéENDODVHICESI S FOR YOUéeée.

Mickey Walker

WEBMASTER - FROMTHE PRESIDENT...Bruce Underwood

Alabaster. Al.... Just across Highway 31 and about 300 feet
South of the Alabaster Flying field.....SPA, modeling friends,
fellow workers, relatives, social acquaintances, and numerous
associates gathered in Charter Funeral Home for a memorial
to Mr. Frank Comer who transferred to that Flying Field in

the Sky on June 30, 2011. Interfaith Pastor Phillip Hill
delivered the remarks. SPA plans a special "Tribute to

Frank" at the Masters contest later this year in Alabaster.

Mrs. Kay and Frank's survivors express their heartfelt

"thanks for the kindness shown during our time of loss and

Eric Nessler grief".

EDITOR - TRIBUTE TO FRANK COMER: .By Tom Calamusa SPA #479

Duane Wilson On June 30, 2011, Frank Comer lost his hard fought battle with the dread disease, cancer. On
that same sad day, his family lost a dedicated, Husband, Father, Brother, and Grandfather. Left
aviwilsons@charter.net behind to cherish his memory are his sweet wife Kay, two sisters, Rebecca, and Melanie, two
Daughters, Shannon, and Emily, and Grandsons Dylan, known to Frank d#&diRagnd Nate
Burgett.His untimely passing is also a great loss to the radio control, and SPA community as well.

Frank was a tireless champion of the R/C hobby that he loved so dearly, and he took every
opportunity to promote and recruit for our hobby. He was a serious competitor, and constantly

challenged himself to be better. Dave Phillips talked Frank into trying flying in a SPA event in
Alabasterfi he did, and immediately became hooked on it. Soon after that, Mike Wingo gave
Frank an old Intruder so he could practice, and compete with it. Frank put decals on that plane
that read " Thank You Mike Wingo!" Not very long after Frank had been flying SPA, he shared his
joy with me, and got me started flying SPA too. Frank was the President of Birmingham RC Assn,
and was the very best president that | have seen during my yeanst club. Frank loved all kinds
of flying, including SSC combat, Club 40 Pylon, but | believe that his favorite was SPA. Frank gave
freely of his time, and technical expertise, and many fliers benefited from his knowledge, myself
included. Just 56 years of age, Frank will be sorely missed by everyone who knew, or flew with
him. He and his lovely wife Kay thoroughly enjoyed traveling on the SPA circuit together, and

© 8hathB Jreat feIfO\}vs‘P{iﬁ with'othé&r pilots, and their Wives. Frank had a quick wit, and a wry smile,
like the cat that ate the canary. Frank will no doubt leave a hole in our lives that can never be
filled. As we struggle on in a world made less interesting by his absence from it, we will fondly
remember our good friend, Frank Comer. Rest in peace Frank. And may God bless and keep your
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family well...Tom Calamusa

Acting: Mike Robinso
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With an open grass field like a golf course fairway, what could bejbet
Well, how about adding arcainditioned, fully stocked hobby shop o

ANDERSONVILLE, GA....... June 25 & 26, 201 Remember in days gone by how CD's would have "top heavy" Novice
numbers? With the current schedules and succession from the last couple of seasons, that scenario has changed as was evidenct
by the tremendous number of good SPORTSMAN contestants here at Hodges Hobbies Field in Andersonville this weékiead.

slate of 20 fliers, 9 were SPORTSMAN and what a great class it was with Mr. Charlie Johns, in the 6th and final rourtthgutpoin
Victor Diaz 1000 to 992 to "eak" out a 14 point victoryWhat excitement in this class...consider this, Round one was won lmgDo

Harvel, Round two by Duane Wilson, three and six by Charlie Johns and four and five by Michael Wiet¢tareiks 6 t hat f c
competition? It was like a Super Bowl decided by the field goal in the last few secdnis.is the closest, most enjoyable
competition your reporter has experienced in some few seasons.

The EXPERT class had 6 pilots with Jeff Owens K'ing 4 of the 6 rounds and Jamie Strong the other two flyingupis. AREk

KAOS with a Saito powerplantHelmke, Dodge, Phillips and Robinson kept the pressure on them.
Garry Singleton just didn't yield any errors in his flying to Pete Coleman in Novice Sassekeeper Mike Williams ishat the

awards ceremony...."Singleton received four 10's in one roufditry, was modest replying, "aw, that judge did me some favors"
Current Memorial Trophy holder Julio Arrietta was beset with stomach cramps but with the assistance of lovely Bride Petra

kept the pressure hot and heavy in Senior Expert.

Larry Hill had the BEGINNER Novice class to himself and was so good to see him participating in this class whichi©our CSP
providing this season and next as a project to introduce newer modelers to the SPA contest ac8asy/the rules for this aks if
you've never flown in an SPA contest.)

Dan Dougherty grabbed the "bull by the horns™ and recruited some assistance in running this contest and wasn'tditibithbas
his gratitude to Mike Williams of the Alabaster club who did all the scoring and Jamie Strong of Fountain City Flyerstindo did
Chief Judging ALL contestants judged at least one round of competition according to Strong.

The weather was "typical" for SW Georgia in June, hot with a few gnats but with some OFF and the shade of that good huge
shelter at Hodges, wasn't bad at adD provided Pizza and soft drinks at noon on Saturday which "hit the spodlss as weks
other departed companions would have been so proud of this evétike Robinson offered our blessing "plea” to the Chidé
responded positively. There were some casualties, Jamie Strong lost his nice Compensator he had obtained from Tom Stennis
in round two, when the holedown screw for the plugn wing decided to back itself out and the wing was jettisoned resulting in
rubble. Strong had flown 85% of round one with this ship when the motor became "uncranked" due to the Chief Judge doing his
other chores and overlooking fuelingp after an earlier practice flights someone reading this and suggesting maybe, aKlidtéc

for combo Chief Judges/competitor&elieve me, we "jacksf-alktrades" know this sort of thing happens when we are burdened
with so many things to remember. CD Dan Dougherty, put in one of his blue and yellow Dirty Birdies when exiting a reverse
outside loop, up elevator was input while the canopy was still facing terrafifm@an s pl ane hit | ess tha

Jami ebs went in which c oDané&ldme"heek, itwasdmearcs blad ahdtine to Berraplacedg | e 6 . . €
anyway".What a great attitude!l tried my best to console Dan by saying, "we're all awaiting our next crasasked Dan ihe was

aware of any other casualties, he said "Jim Slocum allowed his model to do some "sniffin" in the cornfield some 75 gaths acro
carpetlike Bermuda runway" but was able to carry on wittle damage".Speaking of the runway, you folks who have not been t
Hodges, just imagine the ‘green" at the golf course, Mac's whole field is just like that.

Mac entertained us two times with his J3 Cub (adale) sitting down on one wheel then rotating to the other traverdimg
runway in front of the hobby shopDoug Harvel rode with him during one of the exhibitions, and it was a comedy to watch and
listen to Harvel from the rear seat of the Cub......shouting "HELP" with prliyefolded hands at each pasSee Mike Robims's
photo of the Cub on one wheelJust a great display by Mac.

This is the kind of weelend that will be relived for years to come by the attendees and numerous spectators who jost ca
to watch the SPA patterns flownTom Stennis and Bill Collins came and assisted in judging and fellowshipping.

DD, "ya' done good".... those initials should be acronyms for "Delightful Deed'bur efforts, and those of the host of
volunteer helpers were insurance that this major SPA event will continue annually at this palatial flyingheightyou.

The raffle prize, a new OS 91 4S went home with Dave Phillips of the Alabaster\elall congratulated Dave and shared his

good fortuneééeéééééé...Pl O Bruce Underwood )
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SR EXPERT EXPERT SPORTSMAN NOVICE
Bruce Underwood 400(Jeff Owens 4000 Charlie Johns 3965 Garry Singleton 400

Julio Arietta 370%Jamie Strong 3860 Michael Wieczorek 395Pete Coleman 349

iRick Helmke 3727 Victor Diaz 3898

Bill Dodge 3618 Duane Wilson 3880
B-NOVICE

BiDave Phillips Jr. 3581Bob Andrews 3813 Larry Hill- 1st Place
3331 Dan Dougherty 3786

David Phillips 111 370(

-
Doug Harvel 3455 .'

Jim Slocum 335( B~ Mac and 0

(Lt) With a fully stocked, air -conditioned
hobby shop & facilities right there on

Mike Robinson

you coul dndt ask fd

(Below) Like the Beatles cover of the
0Abby Roaddé al bum,

|l eads in the ofuner
M the pits. The worst thing is that Dan
knows Bruce will be waiting with camera

in hand, ready to document everything.

Dan was a busy
guy....1) being
instrumental in
making this
contest happen,
then 2) pulling it
off. (Lt) Jeff
Owens collects

Lstin Expert. . AN i E :
Mac had a rough time that weekend controlling his Cub. Taking off during the prayer, (bad sign), we all planned the spots where we

wi

Ser

r

site, plus a ogolf [fair

mo

Dan

al
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were going to dive into if he got too cl ose. (Above Ling TherBlac s w
was a persistent rumor that Mac went so far as to invite Doug Harvel to ride on the 2nd flight. Doug handled everything in strid e é ?[?

Because of everything special about it, Hodges is al waysdéo (8l @)



REMAINING 2011 SPA CONTEST SCHEDU

September 10th  -1th (20th Anniv.) Hotlanta John Baxter CD
Sept 17th (Thunderbirds) Benbrook, Tx Gary Alphin, CD

October 8th (Texas Wings) Ft Worth , T x Tim Reed

Oct 22nd -23rd (MASTERS) Alabaster AL. Mike Williams CD
November 5 -6 (Antique) Hotlanta GA. Dan Daugherty CD

ASHEVILLE|BUNCOMEE |

Land of the S
__A‘EROM ELERS | Pa't Hagan
N\ Memorial

[ V)

6th Annual Event Shows How Keen the Competition Has
Both Expert and Sgawd sBnat

Pattern "stalWarts" flocked to the mountains of North Carolina July 16 & 17 to fly SPA pattern at 2200 feet
(according to ceCD Duane Wilson)...in temperatures delightfully refreshing, (ie starting in thesfgdn Friday) compared to
many days of 100+ heat indices back home. Many of us "Reld@sdnly broughtshorts and short sleevescrambled to the
stores for jackets and long pants. It could NOT have been more pleasant weaiker nor hospitalitywise! 25 "patterppros”
contested 5 full rounds under these ideal conditions which included the traditional amenities providedCly Baane Wilson
and Mrs. Penny at their home "kicking off' the weekends' activities. Thatctomtry boil" was bigger and better than everghi
year and the "SPA Asheville" cake was as tasty as it was beautiful. Mrs. Penny, (in what has become an Asheville Friday night
tradition), garnished the evening with her "lad@dy" drawing this year for a "survivalit" of needed items for a pilots' f@. Mrs.
Julio (Petra) Arrietta was the deserving winner. The "kit" includedtdaook lotion which Mrs. Petra could have used the week

before when she and Julio attended an AMA event in Alabama and she was overexposed to the sunrays and baked her shoulder.
What a joy to meet Greg Kieliszek and Jay Marshall who've been promising via the Discussion List to become

active and did this wee&nd. A welcomed "newbie" was Doyle Blevins of Green Mountain, NC who flew his initial SPA
contest in the BNovice class. Doyle's World Models3 4 i ncor porated the tail section of

Deadcenter Underwood...ed.) % Intruder that Ron gave him last year after he had hit the huge tower dead on just within
"eyeshot" of the sitB something the locals had never done.

Warren Oliver flew his "Oliver Twist" powered with a Hobby King electric motor, 5000MAH 6.5S 22.2V pack which turned an
APC 13.5/9 prop.....plenty of power for the expert sequence. John Nessler, Jr. and Eric Nessler, the "buckeyes", fleenew wi

projects, a Phantorl and a Daddyabbit, both nice performers. Greg K's Deception, just like designer Jim Kimbro's original,
featured a "fixed" portion of the fuse aft, below the rudder. Many of us recall the Bridi-Klyik was similar. Greg powerssh

model with a Webra Speed 60 turning a 12/7 prop and 15% nitro.

Competition in all classes was evident as you can determine from the scores (elsewhere)...especially in the Expbgrelass w
the flying was just like the goeale-days, just ittybitty errors made the difference. Carter Pounder, after judging a couplads
of Expert said, "it is just difficult to find downgrades". Accurate statement. In Novice, Vic Koenig won 3 rounds, Jo2. Grant
Sportsman, Charlie Johns K'd 2 rounds, John Nessler, Sr. K'd 2 and Karl Gerth 1. That, folks, is keen execution. Itnwas evide
their practice has shown.

A close call occurred at the Motel 6 when Greg K. plugged in his cube, (ie wall wart), to charge his starter battéoy, left
about 20 minutes. Upon returning, his room was filled with smoke when, evidently, the innerds of the cube went awry add melte
(See Photo) | don't mean to initiate a recall but | asked Greg for details.....it was a Mod HAN103 by Hangar Nine culoe:rated
Out 12 @ 600MA. It's probably a good idea to use this item with caution. He had the cube plugged into an extension which did
not "trip" even though it was rated for 15 Amps.

Raffle winners included: HelicopteMark Coffin, Taurus kit Doyle Blevins, A Intruder - Ken Antos, Cash for gasBruce
Underwood. Two SPA shirts were auctioned, Russ Chiles and Jeff Owens were high bidders for them. When your reporter says
"Asheville was a COOL contest!"....that isn't just a figure of speech. What a delightful number six at ABA field, reraifaed th
Hagan Memorial in honor of the late Pat who passed away since the 2010 event. ABA, Pat was above where he and the Chief
blessed this event, not only with cool weather, butemeryrespect. Many thanks for that NC hospitality and genuine CLASS.

Will Hicks, CD, concluded the award ceremony saying, "we are so proud of the respect shown our field by SPA....when you
leave it looks as if you didn't have a contest, for the field is just as clean as it was in the beginning". What a cofop8Rént
hygiene! Just our way of saying, "ABA, (Asheville Buncombe Aeromodelers), thanks for hosting us aivealhg'sb grateful, and

see ya' next year 4




SEN/IOR SPORTSMAN
EXPERT
Bruce 4000 Charlie Johns 3947
Underwood
Julio Arrietta 3640 John Nessler 3899
Sr.
Russ Chiles 3614 Duane Wilson 3753
Johnny 3566 Karl Gerth 3702
Powers
Phil Spelt 3700
EXPERT Bob Andrews 3623
Jerry Black 4000 Donald Eile r 3461
Eric Nessler 3984 Dan 3431
Dougherty
John Nessler 3863
Jr.
Warren Oliver 3836 NOVICE
Jeff Owens 3808 Vic Koenig 3972 | After practice at the field Friday afternoon, we get together at the
el Gl Sy LG (S 3885 lhouse before the obusinessoé of the
Bill Dodge 3555 Ken Antos 3680 | Newcomer Greg Kieliszek, (left front), joins Bob Andrews, (Lt) ,
Greg Kieliszek | 3554 lchar|je Johns, (RT), anrid heiyveds dantd t
NOVICE -B Jay Marshall 2861 .
: seem to mind.
Doyle B levins :

(Lt) Penny
ot akes
|fcakeo

- this year in
an Asheville
tradition.
2011 was
the best one
yet. (Rt)
President
Bruce is
awarded the
gas money
pot from

ABA CD Will

(Lt) For 4 of the past six
years, we have chosen to

go to Yoshidads

Steakhouse for the
Saturday night dinner.

Why?? ...because we ge

to meet so man?/ warm,
wonderful people there

such as this charming
fellow. How could you
resist his commanding
presence?? This year we
got othe workso
our personal chef; he

really otoold car

(Above) This is our 6th year, and the couple above
literally make it possible. | help some, but Will and
Debbie Hicks make it happen, (and allow me to be

deals with the inevitable computer glitches. (Below)
Novice-B entry Doyle Blevins wins the Taurus kit

from Jeff at oO0Cl assic

S .
Intruder, and Mark Coffin wins the heli. (There was B !

s ome othroadiengdé MHEAX er war d

Some of the skilled winners:

Jerry Black edges out Eric Nessler by only 16 points in Expert, Charlie Johns
takes another first, (move up), and in the absence of Vic Koenig at the cere-

mony, up-and-comer Joe Grant takes the second place award.




